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Study Guide for Individuals and Small Groups

Nehemiah	
  11:1-­‐12:26

Open	
  It

Have	
  you	
  ever	
  been	
  in	
  a	
  place	
  that	
  made	
  you	
  uncomfortable?

Explore	
  It

In	
  this	
  chapter	
  people	
  were	
  needed	
  to	
  move	
  into	
  Jerusalem.	
  Why?

Who	
  were	
  some	
  par<cular	
  people	
  or	
  types	
  of	
  people	
  men<oned	
  in	
  this	
  passage?

What	
  unique	
  places	
  or	
  tasks	
  were	
  they	
  called	
  to?	
  Why?

The	
  people	
  of	
  Judah	
  and	
  Be	
  njamin	
  who	
  lived	
  in	
  Jerusalem	
  are	
  listed	
  first	
  (11:4–
9).	
  These	
  two	
  tribes	
  composed	
  the	
  kingdom	
  of	
  Judah	
  aKer	
  the	
  na<on	
  divided	
  (1	
  
Kings	
  11–12).	
  “Valiant	
  men”	
  (Neh.	
  11:6)	
  or	
  “mighty	
  men”	
  (v.	
  14)	
  can	
  mean,	
  
“brave	
  figh<ng	
  men”	
  or	
  “wealthy	
  men	
  of	
  substance,”	
  such	
  as	
  Boaz	
  (Ruth	
  2:1).	
  	
  
Why	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  the	
  men	
  in	
  this	
  passage	
  are	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  mighty	
  men?

The	
  priests,	
  Levites,	
  and	
  temple	
  workers	
  are	
  named	
  next	
  (Neh.	
  11:10–24).	
  God	
  
had	
  set	
  aside	
  special	
  ci<es	
  for	
  them	
  (Josh.	
  21),	
  so	
  they	
  could	
  have	
  legi<mately	
  
lived	
  outside	
  Jerusalem.	
  What	
  did	
  they	
  choose	
  instead?	
  Why	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  this	
  is?

Get	
  It

When	
  has	
  God	
  asked	
  you	
  to	
  think	
  “outside	
  your	
  box”?

Why	
  would	
  God	
  ask	
  someone	
  to	
  go	
  somewhere	
  or	
  do	
  something	
  they	
  aren’t	
  
comfortable	
  with	
  instead	
  of	
  finding	
  someone	
  who	
  is	
  comfortable?

Do	
  you	
  ever	
  feel	
  as	
  if	
  your	
  contribu<on	
  to	
  church,	
  or	
  community	
  or	
  society	
  is	
  
insignificant?	
  	
  

What	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  makes	
  God	
  think	
  doing	
  something	
  or	
  going	
  somewhere	
  is	
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